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APRS SAR Presentation 
by Herb Gerhardt/KB7UVC

� A ham since 1993

� NW APRS Group 
West Sound 
Coordinator

� Mason County 
ARES/RACES
SAR Com�s

� Goal is to get 
APRS integrated 
into SAR 
Missions.

In my previous life, I was a Nuclear & Utilities Engr. 
In my other life, I spend my time in the mountains!

Herb above Scout Lake, 
Olympic Mtns 7/05



and
Curt Mills/WE7U

� Ham since 1979
� Snohomish County 

SAR Member
� Xastir / SmartPalm 

Developer
� �I don’t do Windows�



Hekawi

� Cavalry:  �How do we get back to Fort 
Courage?�
� Hekawi:  �Turn left at rock that look like bear, 

then right at bear that look like rock.�
� Does that sound like some directions you give 

in SAR?  Wouldn’t it be nice to know the track 
you followed so you could return along the 
same path, or else use it to find a better route 
out?



Hekawi

� Cavalry:  �How did the Hekawi Indians get 
their name?�
� Chief Wild Eagle:  �Many moons ago tribe 

move west because Pilgrims ruin 
neighborhood.  Tribe travel west, over country 
and mountains and wild streams, then come 
big day... tribe fall over cliff, that when Hekawi 
get name.  Medicine man say to my ancestor, 
’I think we lost.  We’re the Hekawi!’�
� Not very scientific, is it...  Well, let’s see how 

APRS can help you avoid those cliffs!



What are the most important
things about APRS?

� You must use APRS for SAR!

� You must have FUN! 

� You must own at least one Garmin Mapping GPS

� You must own a Kenwood TH-D7A HT radio

� You must have FUN!

� You must use APRS for SAR!

� You should own a Kenwood TM-D700 mobile radio

� You must have FUN!

� You should own a good laptop

� You must have FUN!

� YES, YOU MUST HAVE FUN and 
use APRS for SAR!



What is APRS?

�Automatic Position Reporting System

� A method of transmitting location and weather data
over radio

� Data is displayed on a computer

� Data may also be sent to the Internet:  
FindU.com  /  APRSWorld.net  /  others.

� Data can be logged and played back

� Great tool for fun, SAR, public service, and,
disaster communications support

�Great way to keep track of 
SAR teams during a search!



�Father of APRS�
Author of APRSdos

�His first APRS-like protocol was run on 
a Commodore VIC-20 in 1984 to report 
the position and status of horses in a  
cross-country endurance run.

Bob 
Bruninga
WB4APR



APRS Platforms

� 1992:   First DOS version
� 1994:   First MacIntosh version
� 1995:   First Microsoft Windows version
� 1998:   First PalmOS version
� 1999:   First Linux/Unix version
� 2000:   First WinCE version
� Today: We have many applications to                 

choose from, including some                   
which run on multiple operating               
systems.



WinAPRS & UI-View with Precision Maps � Great Detail



WinAPRS Tiger Map Screen



APRSPoint
uses Microsoft MapPoint Maps



This is a regional UI-View/Precision Map snapshot



National APRS Snapshot, UI-View



Xastir Satellite View


