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� First deployment to West Palm Beach, Florida 
on October 7, 2001

� Over a 6 week period, 70+ shipments 
delivering antibiotics, response teams, 
supplies and lab samples

� SNS Program response involved 9 States and 
Washington, District of Columbia.
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� Separate Technical Advisory Response Units (TARU) 
deployed to both Louisiana and Mississippi (Katrina ) 
and to Texas (Rita)

� 12-hour Push Package deployed to Mississippi

� Managed Inventory deployed to both locations

� Materiel obtained through direct vendor purchasing

� Federal Medical Contingency Station
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� Provide rapid delivery of a broad spectrum of 
support for an ill-defined threat in the early hour s of 
an event

� Provide large shipments of specific items when a 
threat is known 
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receipt, staging, and storagereceipt, staging, and storage
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� Pre-packed in transport-ready 
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near major transportation hubs
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class transportation partners
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� “… caches of pharmaceutical and/or medical supplies th at are 
shipped in response to a state’s request for follow -on 
materials; they can be tailored to provide pharmace uticals, 
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produced by the emergency”   Version 10
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commercial partner
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� VA has ability to rapidly purchase medical 

material
� Challenges:

� Slower response times possible
� Can access materiel in stockpile more 

quickly than items that must be purchased
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� Type III (Basic)
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Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team (DMAT) response

� Can be used for:
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� Quarantine function
� Alternate care facility 

� Type III (Basic)
� Low to Mid acuity of care
� Provides a platform for 

Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team (DMAT) response

� Can be used for:
� Special Needs Shelters
� Quarantine function
� Alternate care facility 



Communications and Base OperationsCommunications and Base Operations

Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance
Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)

Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance
Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)



Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance
Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)Technical Advisory Response Unit (TARU)

� Facilitates materiel transfer

� Includes public health experts, 
logisticians and emergency 
response specialists

� Coordinates closely with State 
or Local incident command 
structure through the TARU 
Liaison Officer

� Maintains continuous contact 
with the CDC’s DSNS  
Operations Center 
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� Personnel designated for 90-
minute recall at all times

� Able to respond anywhere in 
the U.S. and territories 
within 12 hours

� Designed for self-
sufficiency:  
� Arrive with 

communication / IT 
equipment

� Security (US Marshals) 
� Personal protective 

equipment
� Medical supplies
� Reference material
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� Federal:

� Purchasing support from the VA

� Collaboration with the Federal Medical Materiel 
Coordination Group with DoD, VA, DHS and DoJ

� Private Sector: 

� Materiel storage and maintenance by 
commercial vendors 

� Rapid movement to an event by commercial 
carriers

� Federal:

� Purchasing support from the VA

� Collaboration with the Federal Medical Materiel 
Coordination Group with DoD, VA, DHS and DoJ

� Private Sector: 

� Materiel storage and maintenance by 
commercial vendors 

� Rapid movement to an event by commercial 
carriers

PartnershipsPartnerships



Support for State / Local PlanningSupport for State / Local Planning

� Hands-on and classroom 
training

� Planning guidance and 
evaluation

� One-on-one assistance

� Planning checklists

� Videos

� Hands-on and classroom 
training

� Planning guidance and 
evaluation

� One-on-one assistance

� Planning checklists

� Videos



We will:
� Arrive in 12 hours or less with pharmaceuticals and  other 

medical materiel and equipment 

� Continue to provide support for as long as it is ne eded

� Constantly update what we keep in stock to ensure i t 
supports the needs of states

� Buy what states need from the private sector if we do not 
stock it

� Assist states in planning for and using the materie l we 
provide
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